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Call to OrderCall to OrderCall to OrderCall to Order    
 *Good afternoon.  Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Pledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of AllegiancePledge of Allegiance    
 *Alexis Shuler would you please lead us in the pledge. 
 

IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
 *I am Jill Hiles, President of Akron Council of Parent Teacher’s Associations or ACPTA. 
 

 *We would like to welcome Superintendent James, Akron’s School Board Members  as well 
as Akron’s City Councilmen who are here today. 
 

InspirationInspirationInspirationInspiration    
 *EveryEveryEveryEvery Child; OneOneOneOne Voice 
 *This slogan is our inspiration for today’s meeting. 
 *Part of PTA’s mission is to be a voice, resource, and advocate for all children. 
 *We are here this afternoon being that oneoneoneone voice for everyeveryeveryevery child in Akron. 
 *It is our hope that through this open communication our voice can be heard and benefit 
the children of Akron that this very difficult decision that you are faced with will effect regardless 
of cluster area where they live and attend school. 
 

President’s WelcomePresident’s WelcomePresident’s WelcomePresident’s Welcome    
 *Before we get started, I want to make it clear about the guidelines of this meeting. 
 

 *During this meeting, we will be respectful of each other.  We do not call out in debate; yell; 
use unacceptable language.  At no time will this kind of behavior be acceptable.  Any individual 
not able to remain calm, respectful, and in control of his/her behavior will be asked to leave. 
 

 *At any time during the meeting, you have a question, please go to this table area and 
write it down.  It will then be brought to me to be read near the end of our session. 
 

 *When you came in, there was a sign in sheet asking for your email/contact information.  
This is to assist us with getting answers to you if they are not able to be answered today for any 
reason. 
 

 *This meeting can and will be called short  - meaning we will not finish  - if these guidelines 
can not be followed. 
 

 *At this time, we will present the pros, cons, comments, questions, etc. from the July 7th 
meeting that was held at the main library downtown as well as the emails sent to us. 
 

 *Presenters: First state which option you are presenting on then any pros, then cons.  Next 
when you read the questions/comments etc.  When you read a question, please pause so I can see 
if anyone on the panel can answer. 
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PresentationPresentationPresentationPresentation    
◊ First up is Alexis Shuler.  She is ACPTA’s Vice President.  Alexis…. 
 

◊ Next is Beth Stanley.  She is ACPTA’s Table Chairperson.  Beth…. 
 

◊ Now it is time for Brenda Smith.  She is ACPTA’s Web/Tech Chairperson.  Brenda… 
 

◊ Beth Stanley will assist with the next option.  Beth… 
 

◊ The last option will be presented by Glorya Porter.  She is ACPTA’s East Cluster Advisor. 
 

◊ At this time, I will ask Alexis to read the summary of the emails that were submitted.  The full 
version of these emails were included in the packet/presentation folder with the exception of 
the one received last night and it was given to you today.  Alexis…. 

 

◊ Beth will proceed with general comments given.  Beth… 
 

Proposed SolutionProposed SolutionProposed SolutionProposed Solution    
*Keeping in mind: 
 1. Public School Buildings carry the identity of the community in which they exist; 
 2. And regardless of what is decided, not everyone will be satisfied; 
  This is our recommendations. 
*First let’s address Miller South. 
⇒ It is one of the schools listed on the project status sheet that was still to be completed and now 

due to the restrictions of funds from the state not on the list to be rebuilt. 
⇒ With this turn of events there are a couple of more viable option we think that may be better to 

pursue then shown in the options previously proposed. 
 A. Can it go to Firestone High School? 
  *Yes it would be unusual.   
  *We would suggest if this possibility is chosen, that grades 4-6 (at least) are slightly 
isolated and the common areas needed used through scheduling. 
  *At this time, we do not know the new Firestone’s building capacity limit number.  
So this may only be a possibility if the new capacity limit can include Miller South (gr. 4  - 8) + Litch-
field (gr. 6  - 8) + Firestone High School (gr. 9  - 12).   
 > According to the building capacity & 2016 year end enrollment report: 
  Miller South had 497 students. 
  Litchfield had 544 students. 
  Firestone H.S. had 1200 
   This is a total of 2,241 students.  Is this number < the new capacity number? 
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Proposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution Continued    
 B. Another and in my opinion a better option would be to… 
  *Not re-build Case as Case.  Instead re-build it as a new Miller South.  This idea was 
not made lightly.  It was made using the building capacity and enrollment sheet. 
  *The location would be close enough to Firestone HS that certain areas that they 
would need would be available to them if they could not be built. 
  *The Funds are designated already for an elementary and there are 4 elementary 
grade levels in Miller South. 
  

 1. Decide if area Case residents will fit into King and Resnik.   
  According to the capacity & enrollment chart” which includes open enrollment. 
  King CLC should have 475-433= 42 available spaces. 
  Resnik CLC should have 425-377= 48 available spaces. 
   This would only allow for 90 students.  On this same chart, Case is recorded 
having 295 students. 
 

> When doing this option, we ask that you take open enrollment temporarily off the table. 
 2. So if open enrollment is temporarily lifted from all 3 schools, would there be enough 
room for those who live in the residential area from Case to fit in King CLC and Resnik CLC?   
  A. If the answer is yes then divide residential area between the two schools. 
  B. If room still exists in those schools, then open enrollment can be brought back into 
the picture.   
  C. If the answer is still no, could remaining residents be filtered into Schumacher.   
 3. When doing this option, APS can approach Ohio for approval with the funds that they 
are providing.  The worst case scenario would be for it to be denied.  If it would be denied, we 
would recommend saving the funds that APS has to match in order for it to be applied elsewhere 
such as in one of the proposals to use Helen Arnold as it was mentioned to still put Miller South 
there would take a little more renovation. 
 
Next, let’s look at Kenmore’s options: 
⇒ After attending the APS meetings this week additional thoughts have come to mind. 
 

First: Do you know whether the building is truly unacceptable for quality educational purposes ? 
 

OrOrOrOr is it just since Ohio would not support re-building that it is slated to close? 
 

OrOrOrOr is it slated to be closed if it can’t be combined in some way due to the deficit APS is facing start-
ing in 2017? 
 
⇒ If it is viable: 
#1. Why is APS having trouble with upkeep to their facilities?  Once all the new buildings are com-
plete, they will need to kept up as well.  Is there money for the upkeep of all buildings? 
#2.  One possibility is to move Kenmore to Innes.  However, if Kenmore is a viable learning environ-
ment, why can’t Innes be moved to Kenmore?  According to the capacity chart, Innes has a capaci-
ty of 800 which would allow for another option for Miller South as it would have plenty of space. 
#3.  If Kenmore is viable and Ohio approves Case to be re-built as Miller South and Innes moves to 
Kenmore, could Stem High then move to Innes so as not to have to pay rent for a building?  You 
would transport them when needed to Akron University for their special classes just as you would 
those needed to go to their career options.  
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Proposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution Continued    
But what if Kenmore is not a viable option: 
#1. Move Kenmore to Innes 
 ~ Change the name to reflect the combo middle and high grades 7-12. 
 ~ According to the building capacity limit and enrollment numbers there would be enough 
room. 
 ~ Comments have been made that some structural changes would have to be done in or-
der to turn Innes into more of a high school for things such as labs, etc.  So if Ohio rejected the 
idea for rebuilding Case as Miller South and Miller South needed to move into Helen Arnold then 
use some of the money from not rebuilding Case to made the needed changes at both Helen Ar-
nold for Miller South and at Innes for Kenmore. 
 ~ We also recommend finding a location that Kenmore would be able to have a sports pro-
gram (even if it is off site). The Middle School Booster group has raised funds to help ensure sports 
being supported in the Kenmore area. 
 *With this option, if Helen Arnold has to become Miller South then there would need to be 
a 6th grade academy somewhere while Sam Salem and Rimer could be K-5 in order to cover the 
students.  If Helen Arnold does not need to become Miller South, then the 6th graders could possi-
bly filter in there. 
 *This band-aid can be removed as soon as enrollment by grades can fit in Sam Salem and 
Rimer.  If this means that some open enrolled students would loose their spots to cluster residents 
then that should happen before having to send them there. 
 

Now, let’s look at the Garfield situation: 
⇒ We recommend rebuilding Garfield as 6-12 grades. 
 1. This would be able to house Roswell Kent which is slated to close; especially if you rebuild 
to at least 1450 capacity.  Current grades 9-12 enrollment was 694 and for grades 6-8 was 499.  So 
estimated 700+500 is 1200 and would leave room for increased enrollment. 
 2. When closing Firestone Park, there is currently not enough space remaining to cover all 
366 students. 
 A. Using the building capacity report and knowing that both Firestone Park and Roswell 
Kent are slated to close according to the options we were given. 

Garfield Cluster Grades Capacity 2016  

Enrollment 

Comments 

Garfield CLC 6-12 1450 1200 est. 694 (Garfield) + 499 (Roswell Kent) 

Glover CLC K-5 450 362 Difference of 88 seats. 

McEbright CLC K-5 400 302 Difference of 98 seats. 

Voris CLC K-5 425 315 Difference of 110 seats.  Although it has been suggested that these 

(capacity & enrollment) numbers are not correct and need to be re-

evaluated. 

Firestone Park K-5 Closing 366 When you add up the differences in the remaining elementary schools, this 

leaves 296 seats available.  Not enough to fit all of Firestone Park’s current 

enrollment.  
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Proposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution Continued    
 

B. There would be 70 students without a home; however, if we look at moving those 70 students 
as just 5th graders they could be band-aided into the Ellet Cluster and sent to Hatton which 
has more than enough room with having 162 seats available and just down the street.  This 
would not have to be a permanent solution, but just done when the enrollment numbers in an 
overlap area around Firestone Park is greater than the space available at the remaining cluster 
k-5 schools. 

C. However, if you take out the open enrollment students from Firestone Park CLC prior to their 
relocation, if it is < 296 students then there is no band-aid needed for the neighborhood kids.  
Or if open enrollment was removed from the elementary schools first from all the k-5 schools in 
this area, would all Firestone Park residents fit into the other 3 elementary schools? 

 

Finally, we have two possible scenarios in order to handle the North situation which would need 
to close. 
 1. The first option would be to allow North High School Students to choose at the end of 
their middle school year, where they would like to go.  Since the parents of High School Students 
are forced to provide the transportation anyway, then give them the choice where they would like 
to attend. 
 2. The second option would be to combine North and East.  Let’s look at the building capac-
ity and enrollment numbers: 
 

North Cluster Grades Capacity 2016  

Enrollment 

Comments 

North HS 9-12 Closing 829  

Be<es K-5 Closing 193  

Findley CLC K-5 525 490  

Forest Hill CLC K-5 450 375  

Harris K-5 ? New 343 Assuming at least 400 capacity of new facility. 

Jennings CLC 6-8 725 669  

Legge< CLC K-5 425 386 Re-assess Building Capacity numbers to make sure accurate. 

     

East Cluster Grades Capacity 2016 

Enrollment 

Comments 

East CLC 7-12 1403 1050  

Barber CLC K-6 550 296 254 difference 

David Hill CLC K-6 525 332 193 difference 

Mason CLC K-8 475 257 > 218 difference as the middle grades would no longer be there 

Robinson CLC K-6 550 256 294 difference 

Seiberling CLC K-6 625 424 Turn into a middle school. 
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Proposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution ContinuedProposed Solution Continued    
    

How would this look? 
◊ Keep East CLC as only grades 9-12 for both North and East areas.  If this is > 1403, then remove 

grade 9 to middle school. 
◊ Keep Jennings as middle school for North area.  If having to make it a 7-9 grades, you would 

need to make sure enrollment numbers for 6th grades would be able to filter back into the ele-
mentary schools and you would need to make sure enrollment numbers for grades 7-9 would 
be < max capacity. 

◊ This is information needed that we do not have.  We are told grade ranges that are not con-
sistent for each high school (North 9-12 and East 7-12) but not the amount of students per 
grade in each of those cluster areas. 

◊ Change Seiberling to a middle school for East area.  It has the highest building capacity number 
and should hopefully fit grades 6-8 if grades 9-12 are at East CLC.  If not East area is already set 
up as K-6, it could then be 7-9 depending upon what East CLC turns out to be. 

◊ If you look at the difference in enrollment and building capacity numbers, by making Seiberling 
a middle school there is still plenty of room in the remaining k-6 buildings for the 424 students 
from Seiberling. 

◊ We would also recommend when combining these two areas to rename East to a new facility 
name.  One that could help North students not to feel as if they are the added wheel and help 
to unify the students.  This new name would not be North/East High School CLC either.  We 
mean something completely different including mascots.  Maybe their new mascot could be a 
“Pheonix” and the new name could be something that means something befitting the “healing 
powers of the Pheonix” as it heals in the Harry Potter movies.  I think you got the idea. 

 
Questions/Comments from the audienceQuestions/Comments from the audienceQuestions/Comments from the audienceQuestions/Comments from the audience    
At this time, I will begin with the questions/comments that have been submitted this afternoon. 
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Closing RemarksClosing RemarksClosing RemarksClosing Remarks    
These closing remarks reflect conversations that have been had since APS’s disclosure on June 
20th as well as from the meetings during and after that has taken place this week. 
 

◊ Glad to see that finally after almost 6,900 students have left APS, you have begun to reach out 
to the parents who have removed their child or children for other educational venues. 

◊ It has been asked: what are you doing to entice those who have left to return to APS.  When 
answered all that is given is what is available to those in High School.  What about to the stu-
dents who are of elementary and middle grades? 

◊ I know part of the almost 6900 students that around half (3,450) have left for charter schools.  I 
just wish to caution the thinking that all charter schools are the same as they are not.   

 > Not all charter schools need APS to transport the students. 
 > Some charter schools also allow and make available the ability to take college credit at the  
 high school level. 
 > As Superintendent James stated in one of the meetings this week, there are many  
 avenues available to parents now days to educate their children and APS can not control  
 those decisions. 
◊ On the survey being asked to those who have left, I think the parents who answer what it 

would take to return greatly depends on what does APS plan to do about why they left.   

 > For example it is not in any way shape or form acceptable for any child to be bullied by  
 students and staff.  And yet, I know it has happened.   
 > It is not alright for staff to ignore a parent who brings a concern to them even if the staff  
 member does not see it as important.  And yet, I know that has happened as well.   
 > I also know that some have left due to the violence that has erupted in our schools (even 
 If the school their child has been in has not had the violence it is happening in schools all  
 over the United States) and as a result parents are afraid for the safety of their child.  And  
 this violence is also not acceptable.  And parents fear that combining different areas will  
 cause violence to occur. 
 > And I know that some have left and not even started in APS as they see the services  
 needed for special education of children with special needs as not being fulfilled to the best 
 quality that it should be done.  As well as the report cards received from the state not being 
 up to the quality of education many people expect to see from APS. 
 > I have heard as well that some have left due to the redistricting of the lines and closing of  
 schools nearby. Although this is something that cannot be helped, it can be a driving force.  
 ...   So what is APS doing or going to do to not only ensure the education of our children’s  
 minds by being in the best building environment possible, but also the well being of our  
 child’s whole being? 
◊ I know there has been discussions about the promises made if the taxpayers passed levies.  To 

be honest, I do not recall all the ins and outs of those promises.  But I expect you would have a 
copy of record somewhere on it. 

 > My caution here would be to think about those promises as you try to be fiscally  
 responsible.  As those of you who have been elected either seek re-election or new people 
 seek to become elected to the school board or when new levies look to be passed.  What  
 will be remembered more: your words or your actions? 
 > No one wants to see schools closing, but as I have heard it stated by an APS board  
 member that there is no way financially to keep operating buildings that are not filling the  
 spaces provided.  So it seems prudent that if APS is trying to save money in order not to  
 have operating costs exceed the revenues in 2017 that it would need to close at least the  
 elementary schools that are necessary sooner rather than later.  And we feel that the  
 community should be given this timeline. 



Presentation President’s NotesPresentation President’s NotesPresentation President’s NotesPresentation President’s Notes    

July 22, 2016 @ 2 pmJuly 22, 2016 @ 2 pmJuly 22, 2016 @ 2 pmJuly 22, 2016 @ 2 pm    
Hyre CLC CafeteriaHyre CLC CafeteriaHyre CLC CafeteriaHyre CLC Cafeteria    

Closing RemarksClosing RemarksClosing RemarksClosing Remarks    
    

◊ Finally, the question has been asked many times this week.  Why are we just now hearing 
about this?  Why have we not been told sooner? 

 > We know the individual schools have had to have been informed during the year prior to  
 closing.  
 > We know that rebuilding has been happening and if we take the time to look around the 
 decline in population as well. 
 > What we are trying to find out is: 
  1. When did Ohio come in and state to you that this is how much funding is left?  
   Was it June 19th or back in October or January? 
  2. When did this decision to put the 5 options together take place? 
  3.  Why (when this decision was made) was the public not brought in and made  
  aware of the new situation immediately and asked for their thoughts and opinions  
  prior to the options coming out?   
   > Knowing you have open board meetings is not enough.  When something  
   of this magnitude is going to be mentioned the least APS could do is to  
   mention it to the PTAs and Principals or to encourage them to attend the  
   upcoming meeting.  PTAs are a good resource to where they could get the  
   information out to the members of their unit (parents of students in the  
   school).   
   > I know you have monthly meetings.  However, it was not until I logged on  
   this morning at 1 am to the akronschools.com website looked under the  
   “about” tab and found a link for the board and read all the way to the bottom  
   to find out when those meetings take place  - the 2nd and 4th Mondays  
   monthly.  Then I had to click a link that eventually took me to your Bylaws and  
   another to your page about meetings and found about halfway down that  
   most are public, but not all.  However, I still need to call a number listed on the 
   page giving the description of the board to find out what time and where the  
   meetings are  located and if the upcoming meeting is opened or closed.  
  4. Why, knowing how many schools are being affected, were the PTA/PTSAs in 
   the 38 school buildings last year as well as Akron Council of PTAs (the umbrella for  
  the unit PTA/PTSAs) not told about the difficulty APS was facing so we could have at 
  the bare minimum given you information about what we see in the schools and  
  surrounding community to better equip you with making your proposal to City  
  Council? 
   > Instead, it was sprung on the community on June 20th (summer) 
   > This meeting content was not adequately reported in the Beacon Journal.  
All it said was discussing the rebuilding of the last high school.  No where in the blurb did it men-
tion school closures and redistricting options were going to be presented. 
   > On a personal note here, it would have been nice to have been given a 
“heads up”.  I am not saying all the ins & outs but a “Hey we are going to deliver some news on 
Monday afternoon that may upset quite a few people.  You may want to attend this meeting 
which will be…. Then, as president of Akron Council of PTAs, I could have been prepared for the 
eruption of emails, phone calls, text messages that had me looking for the sledge hammer that 
came down without any knowledge. 
   > It is our hope and desire going forward to be in better communication with 
    APS as we both want the best for Every ChildEvery ChildEvery ChildEvery Child    in Akron. 


